
HLP students are identified both through the analysis of prior
data and assessment, such as KS2 results, Cognitive Ability
Tests and our baseline tests. Teachers also nominate students
who demonstrate flair and excellence in their subject.

High level open questioning
Opportunities for debate
Integration of ideas and concepts across topics
Evaluation of subject specific critical theory
Academic reading and high level vocabulary
Application of theory to the real world

Our curriculum is designed to ensure students' exposure to: 










CURIOSITY
INITIATIVE

CREATIVITY

Visits to museums, galleries and theatres  
Visiting expert speakers
Webinars from subject experts and university lecturers
Leadership opportunities to work with younger students
National mathematics challenges 
UK Linguistics Olympiad
Essay and creative writing  competitions
Subject specialist breakfast clubs and after school sessions

   All subjects offer enrichment opportunities for our HLP students.

H i g h e r  L e a r n i n g  P o t e n t i a l

Our students with higher learning potential (HLP) leave Cedars
Upper School  as successful and resilient learners who are
ambitious in outlook, powerful in written and verbal
communication and digitally literate. 

Students with higher learning potential are supported and
challenged through an ambitious and broad curriculum. In-school
experiences are underpinned by high quality teaching which
stretches and develops students’ understanding of content and
concepts linked to a wide range of wider-world contexts. 

Enrichment opportunities offer our students the chance to deepen
their understanding of their school-based studies but also
exposes them to higher education, career opportunities and broad
cultural capital. 

INDEPENDENCE

Cedars Upper School



HLP across the curriculum

ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS
Additional mathematics qualifications for the most able
English stretch and challenge breakfast clubs
Ability setting in Years 9 - 11 to stretch and challenge
Targeted after school booster sessions for grades 7 and above
National mathematics challenges
Critical thinking
Application of theoretical approaches to problem solving 

STEM
Separate biology, chemistry
and physics qualifications
Computer science club
Computational thinking
extension tasks
Independent research and
practical units in engineering,
fashion and food

HUMANITIES
Opportunities to interrogate 
 and interpret critical,
substantiated judgments 
Independent research
A-level subject ambassadors
Wider academic reading and
podcasts

LANGUAGES
Language leaders
Creativity and imagination
through written and spoken
exchanges
Open ended independent
units
Deep focus on language and
grammar

SOCIAL SCIENCES
Exploration of critical theory
Application of critical models
Provocative metacognitive
thinking skills
Formulation of reasoned
conclusions
Independent research
opportunities
Application of current affairs to
learning. 

CREATIVE ARTS
Meta-cognitive approach to
learning
Application of intuition and 
 flair
University level theory applied
across disciplines
Student leadership in school
and community performances
and projects

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Proficiency in three sports
Expert application of skills
Leadership opportunities
Application of theory to practice
Extra-curricular teams 
Targeted inter-school
opportunities





